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Him (as their souls desired to know Him) whom their souls loved
above their chiefest joy.
'These people were called Seekers by some, and the Family of
Love by others; because, as they came to the knowledge of one
another, they sometimes met together, not formally to pray or
preach, at appointed times or places, in their own wills, as in times
past they were accustomed to do; but waited together in silence,
and as anything rose in any one of their minds that they thought
savoured of a divine spring, so they sometimes spoke.'
Although it cannot be proved that George Fox and other early
'publishers of truth' derived their message directly from the
seekers, yet this sect supplied the most congenial soil for their
teaching.
George Fox, the greatest religious leader the puritan revolu-
tion produced—the son of a weaver and the apprentice of a
shoemaker—like many another at this time failed to derive any
spiritual consolation from the existing creeds. For four years
he wandered about England, seeking rest and finding none,
until at last he felt that the truth had been revealed to him.
The great discovery he had made was that the human soul
might enjoy immediate contact with God and a man's life be
guided by an inner light, the working of the holy spirit in the
heart of man. From 1647 onwards he was unwearied in spread-
ing the message he had received. He was fortunate in his hour
and appeared to many as the prophet of a new age. The
quakers readily absorbed the majority of the seekers and
attracted many whose religious beliefs had been upset by the
revolutionary times and had not found any satisfactory sub-
stitute. They were soon strong enough to survive persecution
and the discredit due to Naylor's extravagances at Bristol.1
It is an amazing tribute to Fox's gifts that the sect he founded
should have made headway, for the quakers had nearly every-
thing against them* Their refusal to accept many of the social
habits of the time or to recognize the authority of magistrate
or minister made them unpopular with the ruling classes.2 The
lowly position they assigned to the visible church, their irrever-
x In 1656 Naylor entered Bristol after the manner of Christ's entry into Jerusa-
lem. For this he was condemned by parliament to be whipped twice, to have his
tongue bored through, and to be branded,
* Evelyn's impression is probably typical: *I had the curiosity to visit some
quakers in prison; a new fanatic sect, of dangerous principles, who show no respect
to any man, magistrate, or other, and seem a melancholy, proud sort of people, and
exceedingly ignorant.' (Diary> 8 July 1656.)

